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The life of the Orthodox Church is not limited to the world 

we live in because it offers the possibility to obtain eternal life. This 

does not mean that the Church is not entirely connected to reality, 

that it does not relate to the spiritual needs of the people who live in 

communion with it and that it calls to share the communion of love 

and eternal life with the Holy Trinity.  

World secularization is not a contemporary illness; it 

appeared throughout the time and had, during history, various forms. 

At present, it manifests mostly by the phenomenon of globalization, 

which has not only an economical and political but also a religious 

character. 

That is why the Church is called to react to the 

contemporary challenges and to take care of its believers, so that 

they should not be deprived of faith on one hand; and to manifest as 

a missionary in the world on the other hand, in order to bring them 

to the true faith. There may be written and said a lot of things about 

the Church manifestation in the contemporary world. We will make 

reference to the work of the Church in the world by means of the 
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gifts of the Holy Spirit or of charisms. They are not an answer to 

the phenomenon of world secularization, but they are a work of 

God by the ones He has chosen to bring mankind to the faith.  

Indeed, the confession of faith is a gift of the Church to 

people, a charism, but also a duty because – it is true – people 

expect from the Church the right answer or the good guidance in 

order to be redeemed. God’s work in the world is not accomplished 
arbitrarily, or at random, or in a hidden way, but it has been 

accomplished according to God’s will and plan for centuries.  
In history the charismatic work of the Church has not 

stopped even for a moment because the Holy Spirit has never left 

the Church. However, it is currently relevant - from our point of 

view - that this reality of the Orthodoxy should be emphasized and 

strongly visualized. The study is going to debate this aspect and will 

try to point it out. Why? Because during the century that just ended, 

the Pentecostal movement was one of the most effervescent spiritual 

movements, which arbitrarily claimed to be the carrier of the Holy 

Spirit and to accomplish its work in the world due to the gifts of the 

Holy Spirit. 

And to this perspective the answers the Orthodox Church 

gives by its life and service of grace and charism represents a 

moment of reflection for the contemporary society. The Pentecostal 

movements have the same desideratum: to „spiritualize” the world 
at any cost. They even got to syncretic manifestations or to a certain 

charismatic „ecumenism” where the only requirement to be accepted 
is to “show” those “gifts” of the Holy Spirit. 

God’s power and work is manifested in the Church created 

by the Savior Jesus Christ, embodied Son of God, this being the 

place where one can obtain here, on earth, the redemption of his 

soul. The Church was given all necessary pastoral instruments so 

that man may recover his lost dignity, may become God’s son again 
by grace, may obtain – if he wants to – everything necessary to 

develop religiously and may struggle for his own perfection. This is 

also the contemporary reality of the Orthodox Church, both the one 

of Romania and the universal one; and also its present mission; as 

His Eminence, Metropolitan Teofan also said when he was 

appointed Metropolitan of Moldova and Bukovina: „Therefore, the 

Church is the space of hope in order to rediscover the light, which is 
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absent in many people’s life. From the need to rediscover our 
authentic spiritual sources to overcoming the complexes when 

meeting European brothers, from the need to scrupulously keep the 

truth of faith, to serenely assuming the dialogue with modernity in 

all its forms, from the participation to find solutions to the cruel 

problem of poverty, to offering an answer to the young person who 

dramatically feels the emptiness of existence, the Church is a space 

of hope, light, communion anytime and anywhere and in any 

circumstance.” 

The Orthodox Church is a Church of the Holy 

Sacraments, because it is a redeeming Church or in which the 

redemption of the soul is always obtained by means of the Holy 

Spirit. No pastoral work in the Orthodox Church – neither can the 

manifestations of the gifts of charisms of the Holy Spirit – can be 

started if its receiver has not received the Holy Sacraments, too; 

that is these charisms cannot be manifested by an  excommunicated 

or a sectarian person. 

 From a missionary point of view, every Christian is called 

to serve in order to spread and defend the true faith in the world, 

because the grace of the Holy Spirit is also within himself/herself. 

This missionary dimension is charismatic and common both to 

clergymen and to laymen. In other words, the religious life of 

Orthodox Christians is full of grace, acquired due to the Holy 

Sacraments, but their missionary work within the Church and 

the world they live in is also charismatic. This is much more 

extensive from the point of view of universal Priesthood, but it 

cannot be considered as a competitor or to equalize the one of the 

holy servants, but it only completes and consolidates it.  

The mission of secular believers is also accomplished with 

God’s help, but with other instruments, by other means than the 

ones of the servants sanctified by the Sacrament of Ordination. This 

time, God offers these means to all believers, by the Sacrament of 

Chrismation. They only have to apply them. These are the gifts or 

charisms of the Holy Spirit, offered for free in order to participate 

to the Church mission. The fascination of the charismatic work of 

the gifts of the Holy Spirit has been ever since the beginning an 

element that drew the attention of the Church, but also of the outer 

world, of the non-Christian world. The charismatic people – 
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especially the missionaries – could not be overlooked by the 

Church, because their missionary fervour was essential to its 

development, but also because they proved to be full of the Holy 

Spirit and of means that God used to accomplish His work in the 

world with a lot of power.  

Unfortunately, many times there are also other persons, 

who claim to be charismatic, to possess the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 

compared to the Orthodox believers – in whom the work of the gifts 

of the Holy Spirit is strongly manifested. 

 This way there appeared – mainly in the 20
th

 century – 

several Christian movements which claim the work of charisms of 

the Holy Spirit, and which preach a charismatic theology and life. 

They give the impression that the presence of God in their life and 

community is shown only by the work of charisms. These churches 

or movements – called “Pentecostal” – have rapidly conquered a 

prominent place in the contemporary Christian world. Thus, their 

presence cannot be overlooked due to the number of their followers 

as well as due to the missionary dynamics they prove to have.  

We think that this topic is of current interest also for this 

reason. And this, especially because the Pentecostal missions are 

very active in the Orthodox Christian world, too, often succeeding in 

convincing the Orthodox Christians to give up their true faith and to 

become “charismatic”. 
The work of charisms in the Orthodox Church is 

uninterrupted and powerful from the beginning of the Church and 

will stay the same until the end of time. This reality is characteristic 

of the Orthodox Church because they scrupulously kept the true 

faith, condition of the presence of the Holy Spirit in its sanctifying 

work and in the religious being of its members – the Orthodox 

Christians.  

 In order to carry out the mission of preaching the Gospel 

the gifts of the Holy Spirit are the most important support, because 

by their means the Holy Spirit Itself helps, guides and supports 

them. The only thing a Christian is required is the will to serve God, 

each person according to its calling.  

. We cannot say there is a “specialization” of the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit so that some of them may be only missionary and 

others only pastoral, because God’s work is essentially in the 
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Church: to support obtaining redemption. Charisms - as rays of the 

sanctifying work of the Holy Sacraments – shine only in the 

Christians who recognize the sanctifying work of the Holy 

Sacraments, who receive the redeeming grace by their means, who 

preach the true faith in order to call people to the true Church, the 

Orthodox Church. In this context we have asserted that there cannot 

be a true charismatic person the one who is not Orthodox, who has 

not received the Sacrament of Baptism and of Chrismation and 

who is not in a communion of faith with the Orthodox Church.  

In the first chapter we wanted to show the learning of the 

Church on the work of the Holy Spirit. Then we focused on the joint 

work of the Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ in the life and mission of 

the Church, work that gives us the right to say that charisms or the 

gifts of the Holy Spirit come both from the Son and the Father, 

based on the perichoretic reality of the Holy Trinity. In other words, 

he who does not believe in the learning about the Holy Trinity, as it 

was revealed to us and it is preached by the Church, cannot have the 

Holy Spirit or Its gifts!  

In the second chapter we continued to present and to 

establish some characteristics of the charismatic Orthodox and to 

present a definition as complete as possible of what charism means 

according to the learning of the Orthodox Church. These 

clarifications took into account what we presented in the previous 

chapter about the work of the Holy Spirit in the Church. A succinct 

presentation of such modern interpretation of the charism and the 

charismatic person was intended to cast light on the desacralization 

or lack of Christian contents of these terms for the nowadays 

secularized world. 

That is why we continued our study by showing when and 

how the Christians receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit, in order to 

differentiate them from those who consider themselves as 

charismatic but don’t belong to the Orthodox Church, or those who 
come by secularization and desacralization to mistake man’s good 
or bad natural gifts for God’s gifts. To this purpose we based 
ourselves on the learning of the Church that we presented both from 

the perspective of the Scripture and of the Patristics. Then we 

presented some of the charisms which appear in the Orthodox 

Church, pointing out especially those that the Pentecostal 
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movements use with emphasis and cunningly in order to preach and 

demonstrate the so-called charismatic manifestation which they 

think they have. Glossolalia, or speaking in tongues, prophecy, the 

gift of prediction are the charisms they use to alter the faith of 

Orthodox Christians, some of them falling into the trap the 

Pentecostal missionaries cunningly set. The gifts of the Holy Spirit – 

and we make reference to the extraordinary ones inclusively – work 

in the Orthodox Church but, in order not to be deceived when 

appreciating their authenticity we have to obey the hierarchy of the 

Church, the only one who is able, after careful consideration, to say 

that it is the true presence of the work of the Holy Spirit or not in a 

believer. There are such recognitions in Church history and in 

contemporaneity. In the last chapter of the study we intend to 

present the movement of Roman-Catholic charismatic renewal and 

this approach was motivated at the beginning of the respective 

chapter. We have chosen to analyze it due to the synthesis it wants 

to make between the Roman-Catholic tradition of sacraments and 

the Pentecostal tradition of charisms. Also, if the estimates made by 

the representatives of this movement are correct, it outnumbered the 

classic Pentecostals, irrespective of the name or place where they 

are.  

To ask and to want “a new Fiftieth” – as the Pentecostal 

movements do – may equate the idea that the Holy Spirit left the 

world and the Church some time ago, and now it would be 

necessary for It to come back! If the situation were like this, such a 

request would equate the desire of a new sacrifice of Christ, to 

found a new Church! It would mean a new Birth, with a new 

Resurrection of Christ – and all that so that a new Pentecost may 

take place! Indeed, these things are not requested because anyone 

could realize they are ridiculous and false.  

The success of the Pentecostal movements in the world is 

significant due to the example of missionary zeal they prove, to the 

syncretism they accept and the lack of limitations which can turn 

anyone into a founder – at his sole discretion – of a new Pentecostal 

church. And still, we cannot stay impassive before this Pentecostal 

missionary effervescence, and that is why we need clear doctrinaire 

standards on the work of the Holy Spirit in the Church by means of 

the Holy Sacraments and charisms, we need to show they are 
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genuine and they have never disappeared from the life of believers 

from the beginning of the Orthodox Church – in Jerusalem – until 

now.   

That is why it is necessary to show that the work of the 

Holy Spirit has always been present in the Orthodox Church – 

from its beginning, nowadays and until the end of time – by Its 

gifts or charisms because it always kept the faith unaltered by 

any heresy. The Orthodox Church, which is full of grace, never 

lacked the work of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, or the presence of 

charismatic Christians in its bosom.  

The ecclesial discernment becomes the only key of 

interpretation of the charismatic manifestations which may be 

considered like this only after the Church says its opinion as a live 

organism – in which the Holy Spirit resides – if the same Holy Spirit 

acts in one of its limbs and not another spirit! 

 The necessary conclusion we want to draw is the reality 

that the Orthodox Church is full of Holy Spirit that also acts by 

the charisms present in Christians’ life and activity, be them 
clergymen or laymen. We pray God, the One glorified and 

confessed in the Holy Trinity, to bless this approach and to help us 

complete it using the living experience from the life of the Church, 

the works of Holy Scripture and of the Church Fathers, the opinions 

of the people who studied this topic before us.  

It is a mission to which every Orthodox Christian is 

permanently called by means of the Church! The answer to this 

calling could mean the beginning of the charismatic work of 

preaching and defending the Orthodox faith against the sectarian, 

pagan or atheist attacks. It is the calling of God that requires a 

peremptory attitude – to be active, missionary, vivid Christians.  
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